


PISS ON PITY

A brief history of the UK disability rights movement

CREDITS
LINES & COVER ART

Alik lafizov

COLOURS

Jason Wordie

WORDS

Liam Hevey

RESEARCH ASSISTANCE

Alex Cowan

A special thanks to Simon Roy for his support

Piss On Pity is a part of National Disability Movement
Archive & Collection, a Shape Arts project.

The National Disability
Movement Archive
& Collection

Made possible with
Coy

Heritage ¢ *
/ Fund

Supported using public funding by

ARTS COUNCIL
ENGLAND




A ST
SRR

=
23
= >
<
5
EO]
- Z
z Y
S W
o

5

rl

A

KO




s










A

PuS ettt ;
K o A



VIC FINKELSTEIN PAUL HUNT

: THAN TALK ABOUT THE NEW DIALECLTIC.
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THAT'S JOURNALISM FOR YOU:
EASIER TO PROP UP THE OLP HEGEMONY
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14 YEARS T ORGANISED
AT LE COURT, ANP THEY CALL Me
‘S0CIALLY PEAD.

TG
e g

YET... THEY'RE NAMING
THE OPPRESSION.
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LE COURT WAS A CHESHIRE HOME, A RESIPENCY
FOR THE PISABLEPD SET UP IN THE WAKE
OF WORLP WAR Z.



19704 BRITAIN WAS BASICALLY
SEGREGATEP
FOR PISABLEP PEOFPLE.

THOSE WHO NEEPED CARE WERE OFTEN KEPT IN
PISABLEDP HOMES LIKE LE COURT - OUT OF
THE WAY FROM ‘NORMAL SOCIETY.

THEY WERE EPUCATED
IN SEPARATE SCHOOLS,
WITH THE PHYSICALLY
AND THE MENTALLY
IMPAIRED

LUMPED TOGETHER.

YOU WEREN'T BANNEP
FROM GOING
ANYWHERE -

BUT NO ONE HAP TO
MAKE ANYTHING
ACCESSIBLE,

S0 MOST PLACES,

AND MOST TRANSPORT
TO IT, WASN'T.

MOST OF THESE
INSTITUTIONS WERE
PAIP FOR BY
CHARITIES
AND RUN BY THE
ABLE-BOPIED,
WHO sAW THE
PlsaBLED
AS INERT

ANP PITIABLE PROPS
TO GAIN PONATIONS.




IN (999 THE BBC COMMISSIONED
ME TO PIRECT A SERIES
ON DISABLED CHARITY.

WE HIRED A POLLING COMPANY
TO FIND OUT HOW MANY
PISABLED PEOPLES’ NEEDS
WERE BEING MET.

THE NUMBER THEY
CAME BACK WITH
WAS ABOUT 0.03%.

ALMOST NOTHING!

THEY SAIP THE RESULT WOULP PAMAGE
THEIR REPUTATION - PEOPLE BELIEVED
PISABLED PEOPLE GOT A LOT MORE
THAN THAT - 60 TOLP US TO CLAIM IT WAS ‘3%,
A HUNDREPD TIMES MORE!

S0 IT WASN'T A SURPRISE WHEN

THE GUARPIAN CALLED PAUL HUNT
AND THE OTHER RESIPENTS

AT LE COURT ‘SOCIALLY PEAP’ -

IT WAS A MIX OF
A CORRECT PIAGNOSIS AND
THE SAME CONPESCENPING
ATTITUPE THAT HAP MAPE

THINGS THIS WAY.




PISABLED FROM |4 YEARS OLD,
PAUL HUNT LIVEP IN THE LE COURT HOME
FOR PISABLEP PEQPLE UNTIL 1970.

VIC FINKELSTEIN WAS BORN IN 1938
IN SOUTH AFRICA. HE WAS EXILED UNPER
THE SUPPRESSION OF COMMUNISM ACT
FOR OPPOSING APARTHEID.

HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE LE COURT
WELFARE COMMITTEE AND AN EDITOR
FOR ESSAYS ON PISABLED POLITICS.

AN ACTIVE PARTICIPANT IN HIS LIFE, HE HATED
BEING CALLEP ‘SOCIALLY PEAD.

BRITAIN BECAME VIC'S NEW HOME IN [968.
HE WOULP BECOME AN EARLY THEORIST
OF PISABILITY POLITICS.

REALISING INSTITUTIONS RUN BY THE ABLE-BOPIEP
WOULPN’T APVOCATE FOR THEM, PAUL PUBLISHEDP
A LETTER IN THE GUARPIAN IN [972 INVITING
PISABLEP PEOPLE TO FORM
A NATIONAL ORGANISATION.

TOGETHER, VIC ANP PAUL FOUNPEP...



...UPIAS, THE UNION OF THE PHYSICALLY
IMPAIRED AGAINST SEGREGATION




UPIAS CAMPAIGNEPD FOR YEARS,
RUNNING WORKSHOPS TO PISSEMINATE
RAPICAL PISABILITY POLITICS...

...INCLUPING A YOUNG JANE CAMPBELL, WHO IN TWENTY YEARS
WOULP HELP NEGOTIATE THE PISABILITY PISCRIMINATION ACT.

IN 198!, UPTIAS HELPS FOUND BLOPP,
THE BRITISH COUNCIL OF ORGANISATIONS
OF PISABLED PEOPLE, BRINGING TOGETHER

PISABLEP-LED ORGANISATIONS.

THE VOLUNTARY
ORGANISATIONS
FOR ANTI-PISCRIMINATION
LEGISLATION BRINGS
ORGANISATIONS THAT ARE
FOR PISABLEPD PEOPLE
BUT NOT OF PIsABLED
PEOPLE INTO THE FOLP.




FROM 1993,
PAVIP WAS WORKING
FOR THE COMMUNITY

AND PISABLEPD
PROGRAMMES UNIT
AT THE BBC.

A KEY FIGURE IN THE PISABILITY
RIGHTS MOVEMENT AT THE TIME,
PAVID WAS SENT TO INTERVIEW VIC.

C W\-M IMPOSED ON THE D
6’ N NS ) wzz, AND DECENCY IS PA

pls 2 CULTURAL HEGEM
A T WOULD Brils

DLONTOLOGICAL: IMPARMENT
RTER SHOULD BE UTILITARIAN
(STITUTIONALISES US WITHHOLDS
00D, BUT INSTEAD WE'VE FOCUSE - C
ELEGATE US T  LIENATED SEC S THER THAN APHERING T
IE MARXIST | FROM EACH(
AWy - w £ TION ENCAY
c\ee ~ Lur or aef
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\DVOCALY: THIS CONTRAP
1°1sT LIBERATORY REALPC

THIS STUFF IS
IMPENETRABLE!

YOU'Ve GOT MORE
POLITICAL ‘MOPELS’
THAN LUCY CLAYTONS!




WE NEED IPEAS THAT'LL LEADP TO ACTION
IF WE WANT TO MAKE ANY GROUNP.

RIGHT NOW WE'RE JUST SAYING
BI&G WORDPS IN LECTURES.

HOW ARE WE PUSHING :
FOR PISABLED RIGHTS?

FOCUSING ON RIGHTS 1S JUST GOING
TO FACILITATE OUR EXPLOITATION
WITHIN THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM.

IF A JOB ISN'T A RIGHT,
NOTHING’S A RIGHT!

WE NEED GOALS AND
A CLEAR THEORY TO
WIN SOMETHING!

WE WON'T GET ANYWHERE
WITH 0BSCURE MARXISM.

MIKE OLIVER WAS BORN (945,
gl

g

I SHOT MIKE AT
A LOT OF
PROTESTS.

A WORKING-CLASS ANTI-CAPITALIST LIKE VIC,

AcCADEMIC, THEY DISAGREED

A PRINKER, ON WHETHER THE FOCUS I NEVER HEARD
AND A FAN SHOULPD BE ON PISABLED A BAP WoRP
OF BETTING RIGHTS OR A BROADER ARQUT Hik

ON HORSES. COMMUNIST LIBERATION.



IN 1983, I CAME UP
WITH ‘THE soclaL
MOPEL OF PISABILITY’.

BRITISH SOCIETY CURRENTLY VIEWS
THE PISABLED UNPER WHAT I CALLED
‘THE MEPICAL MOPEL':

PISABILITY IS THE CONPITION OF THE INPIVIDUAL,
FOR WHICH THEY SHOULP BE MEPICA\\LLY CU?EP/,//
~ ”

= ALTHOUGH THEY =
~ WEREN'T BEING =

’

OR INSTITUTIONALISED
UNTIL THEY COULP BE.

Zi (EERETR LR

I PROPOSED THE 'SOCIAL MOPEL':
WHAT PISABLES A PERSON IS SOCIETY'S
REFUSAL TO ACCOMMOPATE THEM.

IF SOMEONE CAN'T WALK, IT'S THE LACK OF WHEELCHAIR
RAMPS AND ACCESSIBLE CROSSINGS THAT PISABLES THEM
FROM POING WHAT ANYONE ELSE COULP PO.

THIS WAS THE THEORY AROUND WHIGH
THE PISABILITY RIGHTS MOVEMENT
CAME TO ORGANISE ITSELF:

THE RIGHT TO ACCESS
TO PUBLIC LIFE.
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BEGAN IN THE 905

AFTER THE GROUNPWORK
HAP BEEN LAIP,



THE BCOPP WAS THE EARLY HUB FOR
. ORGANISING THESE PROTESTS.

ITH. MEMBERS
AT ITS ANNUAL MEETINGS.

U

BARBARA LISICKI AND JOHNNY CRESCENDPO
STOOP OUT AS VOICES
AMONGST THE ORGANISERS.

BARBARA WAS THE BRAINS BEHIND
A LOT OF PIRECT ACTION PROTESTING.

JOHNNY WAS A MUSICIAN,
CREATING PROTEST MUSIC HE PERFORMED
LIVE AT PEMONSTRATIONS.

BARBARA ANP JOHNNY PIPN'T ALWAYS SEE
EYE-TO-EYE WITH VIC AND MIKE. : . T

§ AND TO THE PROFESSORS, BARBARA ANP JOHNNY LACKED
AN INTELLECTUAL APPROACH AND WERE MORE INTERESTED
IN THE LIMELIGHT THAN PROGRESS.
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TV EVENT RAISING MONEY
FOR PISABLED CHARITIES.

BUT IT PORTRAYED PISABLED PEOPLE AS
PITIFUL ANP INERT - THE KIND OF PATRONISING
IMAGE THE MEPICAL MOPEL ENCOURAGEP.
MIK SCARLET, PUNK ROCKER
AND CAMPAIGNER, WAS ONE OF
THE HOSTS, TRYING TO CHANGE

THINGS FROM THE INSIDE.

g

THE PROPUCERS KEPT
THE PROTEST OUTSIPE
A SECRET FROM HIM

BLOCK TELETHON RETURNED
T0 PROTEST IN 1992.

)

THIS TIME THE PROTESTERS NUMBEREP
OVER A THOUSAND ANP ITV SHUT POWN  _
THE PROGRAM. :




OUT OF BLOCK TELETHON
CAME PAN: THE PIRECT
ACTION NETWORK, IN 1993

ANP N (992, RIGHTS NOW! WAS FORMED,
BRINGING BCOPP ANP VOAPL TOGETHER

1\ IN AN UMBRELLA GROUP OF 83 ORGANISATIONS,
; WITH OVER (0,000 MEMBERS.

ONLY PISABLEPD PEOPLE
COULP BE OFFICE-HOLPERS

IN RIGHTS NOW!
DAN’S FIRST CAMPAIGN WAS PESPITE RUNNING
AGAINST CONSERVATIVE IN THE CONSERVATIVE
POLITICIAN ROBERT HAYWARD, SAFE SEAT OF CHRISTCHURCH,
WHO HAD BLOCKED DISABLED HAYWARPD LOST

RIGHTS LEGISLATION. BY A HUGE SWING




PAN WOULP GO0 ON TO HOLP OVER 100 ACTIONS
BETWEEN (993 ANP (998.
THEIR MOST HIGH-PROFILE ACTIONS WERE...




...BLOCKING
THE BUSES!

PAN’S TACTIC WAS TO
HANPCUFF THEMSELVES
TO BUSES. INACLCESSIBLE
PUBLIC TRANSPORT
WAS A BIG ISSUE.

THE PUBLIC TENPEP TO HAVE
POLAR RESPONSES.

I GET WHERE
YOU'RE COMING
FROM LOVE,

I JUST Neep
TO GET BACK
TO MY ROUTE.




THIS PARTICULAR PHOTO ACTUALLY HAPPENEPD
BECAUSE SOME MEMBERS OF PAN &OT FED UP
WITH ALL THE TALKING AT A BCOPP CONFERENCE,

60 JUST THEY RUSHEP OUT
TO STOP ANOTHER BUS.

THE CAMPAIGN FOR ACLCESSIBLE TRANSPORT,
OR CAT, WERE THE ORIGINAL BUS-BLOCKERS,
STARTING IN NORTH ENGLANPD.

PAN WASN'T A MONOLITH -
IT WAS MAPE UP OF LOTS
OF SMALLER GROUPS:

CAT, ACT,
AND MORE.




THE FUZZ HAP A HARPD TIME
ARRESTING WHEELCHAIR USERS
BECAUSE THEIR POLICE VANS ALSO
WEREN’'T ACLESSIBLE.

RIGHTS NOW! WAS THE BIG
POLITICAL MACHINE,
PAN WAS THE SMALLER
PIRECT ACTION GROUP.

TOGETHER THEY CREATED
A DISABLED POLITICS BLOC
TO LEVERAGE RIGHTS
FROM THE GOVERNMENT.

= A

IT WAS TIME TO PUSH THROUGH
SOME LEGISLATION.







WITH THE MOUNTING PRESSURE FROM
RIGHTS NOW!, SOME POLITICIANS BEGAN
APVOCATING FOR PISABILITY RIGHTS.

THE LABOUR PARTY APVANCEPDP
A BILL OF CIVIL RIGHTS FOR
pPIsABLEP PEOPLE IN MAY, [994.

ey /7
S L

ACTIVISTS ATTEMPTED TO ENTER
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS TO LOBBY
i’ POLITICIANS TO SUPPORT THE BILL.

“mlif‘ Al

‘\ f
f PUE TO IT BEING
WHEELCHAIR-INACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC, THEY
ABANDONED THEIR CHAIRS
AND CRAWLEP INSIPE.

AT



THE BILL WAS SQUASHED
BY CONSERVATIVE MP
NICHOLAS SCOTT, WHO HAD
BACKBENCHERS INSERT
WRECKING AMENPMENTS.

SCOTT WAS SHORTLY AFTER SACKEP
AS MINISTER FOR PISABLEP PEOPLE
AFTER CLAIMING HE WAS

NEUTRAL ON THE BILL.

- THAT WASN'T THE CONSERVATIVE

PARTY LINE.
et ko

HE WAS REPLACED
BY WILLIAM HAGUE.



AS CO-CHAIR OF THE BLODPP, JANE
CAMPBELL LED POLITICAL NEGOTIATIONS
FOR PISABLED RIGHTS.

BORN IN 1959,
SHE WAS PISABLEP
FROM BIRTH.

HER UPBRINGING HAD BEEN IN A SCHOOL SYSTEM
SEGREGATED AGAINST PISABLED PEOPLE
THAT PIPN’'T PROVIPE MUCH EPUCATION - YET AGAIN,

THE MEPICAL MOPEL AT WORK.

THROUGH HARP GRAFT SHE
GRAPUATEPD UNIVERSITY AND WENT
INTO POLITICS IN THE 19805.

ALTHOUGH THE BILL HAP BEEN
SQUASHED, RIGHTS NOW! ANP PAN

TWO MONTHS AFTER THE BILL'S PEFEAT,
RIGHTS NOW! STAGED A PROTEST
IN TRAFALGAR SQUARE AND WHITEHALL.

PAN MAPE A PELIVERY
OF THEIR PEMANDPS TO
THE PRIME MINISTER.




THE FOLLOWING YEAR, LABOUR APVANCEP A NEW BILL
OF PISABLEPD RIGHTS.

HAGUE AND CONSERVATIVE GOVERNMENT INSTEAP INTROPULCED
THEIR OWN BILL, THE PISABILITY PISCRIMINATION ACLT.

S al b, -~
THE PPA FINALLY INTROPUCEPD RIGHTS FOR PISABLED PEOPLE,
GIVING THEM WELFARE AND ACLCESS THAT WOULP LIBERATE
THEM MORE IN LINE WITH THE SOCIAL MOPEL, BUT IT WAS
WEAKER THAN LABOUR'’S BILL.



STOP MESSING
AROUNPD PAVID, LET'S
GET ON WITH IT.

IN 1994 I INTERVIEWED JANE
AS PART OF THE PISABILITY
PROGRAMMES UNIT AT THE BBC,
A LITTLE BEFORE THE PPA PASSED.

SHE WAS HAVING A VERY
SUCCESSFUL CAREER AT THIS POINT.

THEY MAPE HER A LORP
IN 2007.

THE CONSENSUS NOW IS THAT
THE GOVERNMENT BROUGHT IN THE
WEAKER PPA RATHER THAN HOLP OUT
AND BE FORCEP TO PASS SOMETHING
STRONGER LATER.

3t ¢ K ¥ 4 _ '. ek
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THE FIGHT PIPN'T ENP
AFTER THE DDA PASSED. (

BUT IT PIP FIZZLE. e
JANE STAYED IN POLITICS, \-
AND DAN CONTINUED
T0 PO ACTIONS
FOR A FEW MORE YEARS.

BUT RIGHTS NOW! PECIPEP
TO PISBAND.

THE FIGHT HAP BEEN WON ENOUGH.

I B e ace PR

NOW IT'S 30 YEARS ON. AFTER THE 2008 CRASH THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY PUT IN
PRACONIAN CHANGES TO PISABILITY BENEFITS THAT KILLEDP THOUSANDS
AS THEIR WELFARE WAS REPEALED, ANP WHEN LABOUR GOT BACK IN
IN Z0Z4 THEY VOWED TO FURTHER AUSTERITY.

THE NHS, WHICH PISABLED PEOPLE RELY ON TO TREAT THEIR CHRONIC CONPITIONS,
16 SEVERELY UNPERFUNPEP. AND AGAIN, MAINSTREAM POLITICS TALKS ABOUT PISABLED
PEOPLE AS USELESS, INERT, PITIABLE. THE MEPICAL MOPEL |S COMING BACK.

THE PISABILITY RIGHTS MOVEMENT’S HISTORY IS THE BLUEPRINT
FOR POLITICAL CHANGE. YOU NEED TO UNPERSTAND THE IPEA YOU'RE AGAINST
AND THE NEW IPEA YOU WANT TO REPLACE IT.

YOU NEEP TO ORGANISE PEOPLE TO PUSH YOUR AGENPA.
PEOPLE TO BREAK THE LAW AND CREATE PRESSURE. PEOPLE WHO CAN HAMMER OUT PEALS.
THE QUESTION NOW IS PO WE PO IT ALL AGAIN, AND WIN AGAINZ







